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PROV. xx. 10. 


Divers weights and divers meaſures, both of 
them are alike abomination to the LORD 


USTICE between man 
and man is that rule, by 
which we are to regulate our 
actions one towards another, 
in ſuch a manner, as to give 

$D cvery one his due, and not to 
Wen from any what does not properly be- 
long to us, or detain from any thoſe things 
which properly belong to them. This duty 
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Divers weights and divers meaſures, both of 
them are alike abomination to the LOR i, 


USTICE between man 
and man is that rule, by 
which we are to regulate our 
Bag aCtions one towards another, 
K in ſuch a manner, as to give 

$D cvery one his due, and not to 
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6 The InjuSTiCB and WICKEDNESS 


is of a large extent, and a conſiderable part 
of our behaviour is, or ought to be regulated 
by it. RI: . 


Os principal branch of juſtice concerns our 
dealings with one another in what we call mer- 
chandize, or traffick. We cannot become poſ- 
ſeſſed of the comforts, and conveniences of life 
without purchaſing them of one another, that 
is, without inſtituting a method of exchange, 


And that method of exchange cannot be carried 


on for the mutual ſervice, and emolument of 
mankind without obſerving juſtice, that is 
without a fair, and equal conduct. Here the 
rules are many. Men muſt be faithful in their 
contracts, and exact and punctual in their pay- 
ments. They muſt not practice artifices to di- 
miniſh when buyers, or augment, if ſellers, the 
fixed and reaſonable price; or any ways to blind 
the and miſlead the judgment. 
They muſt not take advantage of the ignorance 
of unskilſul perſons, and ſell corrupted wares 
for good, or buy what they know to be ſound 
and perfect as if they were bad and faulty. 
They muſt not make their gain of the buyers 
or the ſellers neceſſities, and on that account ex- 
act upon them, and buy their goods at a cheaper, 
or {ell them goods at a dearer rate than they de- 
ſerve. They muſt not change, and ſubſtitute 
worſe for better when ſold, or better for worſe 

| when 


of falſe WRicurs and MEASURES. 7 
when bought; or diminiſh, or increaſe the quan- 
tity as will ſerve the turn. Laſtly, they muſt 
not uſe falſe weigtits, or meaſures, and conſe- 
quently any art or trick to make commodities 
weigh more or leſs, or meaſure otherwiſe than 
they do in their natural . 


Arr theſe are frauds, 2 doudtleſs there are 
more that might be mentioned, and, as /ach, 
are directly contrary to truth, and indie. At 
preſent I ſhall confine myſelf to that of falſi- 
tying weights and meaſures, which whether 
we regard the frequency of the practice, or 
the harm it does, or the natural baſeneſs of 
it, or indeed the guilt, or puniſhment- that 
attends it, dcleryes a ſerious conſideration. 


Tux uſe of weights and meaſures hath bus 
long conſiderable in the world, and the in- 
vention of them is very ancient. It was ſoon 
found out, that no one perſon could eaſily fur- 
niſh himſelf with all the neceſſaries, and much 
leſs with all the conveniencies of life—that ſome 
men abounded with ſome things which they 
could ſpare, and wanted others with which ſome 
- abounded — that an exchange of each would 
be very uſeful on both fides, as it would fave 
time and trouble, and add to the number and 
variety of delights — that ſome kind of pro- 
Oy muſt be obſerved in the exchange ac- 
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8 De IN jusricg and WickeDNESS 


cording to the different ſize, and uſe, and ſcar- 
city of things — and that this proportion, or 
relative eſtimation, could only be adjuſted 
truly by the aſſiſtance of weights and mea- 
ſures, which the things themſelves eaſily ſug- 
geſted. Thus, in the infancy of commerce, he 
who had bicad or corn to ſpare, and ſtood in 
need of wool or raiment, could by their help 
aſcertain ſuch a certain quantity of the one, as 
was equal in value to ſuch a certain quantity 
of the other: and fo in all things elſe. In- 
deed, as many inconveniences attended this me- 
thod of exchange; as frequently a man want- 
ed one thing which another could well part 
with, and yet could not in return accommodate 
him with what he ſtood in need of; as ſome- 
times the exchange itſelf was cumberſome and 
unweildy ; and as ſome could part with things, 
which others wanted, and had not an imme- 
diate occaſion for other neceſſaries, which could 
not be depoſited in ſafety, or would decay up- 
on their hands; theſe defects were to be cor- 
rected: and ſo they were by affixing according 
to their weight or form an imaginary value to 
ſome ſcarce and curious metals, not otherwiſe 
ſo valuable as ſuch, called by us, when ſtamped 
into a particular ſhape, money, and when in 
large abundance, wealth, riches, and ſuch like 
names; which were eaſily portable, of a laſting 


nature, and fit to lic as a pledge to ſupply m 
future 
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of falſs WerGursS and MeaSURES. 9 
future times whatever might be craved or called 


for of equal worth with what had been diſpoſed 


of for them: to which, as a kind of ſtandardor 
deromination of it's value, every thing by de- 
grees became adapted according to it's quality 
and goodneſs, it's weight and meaſure. 


IT was ſor the general convenience of man- 
kind that weights and meaſures themſelves 


(at farſt various and uncertain,) were in each 
civilized community brought to a fixed and 


regular determination, which we call THE 


STANDARD, that ſo, their properties being 


known, there might be a rule to try and ex- 
amine them by, and, their qualities being ge- 
nerally allowed, they might be of general uſe, 


and prevent all diſpute and difference. This 


method of acting was eſtabliſhed by mutual 
conſent and cuſtom, or the Læws of each par- 
ticular ſociety, and it was undoubtedly a very 
Jaudable and adyantageous inſtitution. 


Tua it is of much importance to employ 
care, and exactneſs in fitting weights and. mea- 
ſures to ſuch ſtandards as conſent and cuſtom, 
or the laws have warranted, and to apply them 
faithfully in all bargains ; that i is, to have them 
true, and uſe them juſtly, is very plain. In 


the Fezviſh Ordinances Gop himſelf preſcribes 
theſe terms concerning this matter. Ie. ſball 


an 
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10 The IN us TIR and WICkEDNESS 


ao no unrighteouſneſs in judgment, in mete- 
yard, in weight, or in meaſure i Juſt bal- 
lances, juſt weights, a juſt ephah, und a juſt 
hin ſhall ye have: I am the Logd 'your God. 
Lev. xix. 35, 36. Moses recapitulating ſun- 
dry laws declares, Thou ſhalt not have in thy 
bag a ſtone, and a ſtone, (whence it may be not- 
ed ſtones were anciently uſed for weights,) or 
diverſe weights, a great and a ſmall. Thou 
ſhalt not have in thy houſe an ephah, and an 
epbab, or droerſe meaſures, a great and a ſmall. 
But thou ſhalt have a perfect and juſt weight, 
a perfect and juſs meaſure ſhalt thou have ; 
that thy days may be lengthened in the land 
which the Lox D thy Gop giveth thee. Deut. 
XXV. 13, 14, 15. The ſame upright conduct is 
effectually enjoined in the Chriſtian Diſpenſati- 
on, and the like motives or reaſons are aſſigned. 
Our SAviouk affirms that with the ſame meca- 
fare, that ye mete withal, it ſhall be mea- 
fared to you again. And an APOSTLE com- 
mands that 70 one ſhould go beyond, or defraud 
his brother in any matter, (6ppreſs, or over- 
reach the margin renders it, perhaps it would 
be more faithfully tranſlated make an unlawful 
gain of) becauſe that the LokD is an avenger 


F all ſuch. This behaviour is alſo ſtrictly 


conſonant to reaſon : for it is acting agreeably 
to the truth of things, and our natural obliga- 
tions, and muſt contribute to the eaſe and be- 

nefit 
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riefit of individuals, and likewiſe of communi- | 
ties; This is certain, all civilized ſocieties have 
thought it worth their care to guard and pro- 


tect this branch of juſtice, 8 diſcourage every 
| violation of it. 


Bu as conſcience is the beſt ſecurity for 

the performance of what is right, and the a- 

voiding what is wrong, fince laws may be, 

and often are eluded with impunity, I ſhall ap- 

ply myſelf to that, and, I hope, afford you 

5 tuch conviction as will not eaſily be forgotten. 


1 Tur falſifying weights and meaſures hath 
1 been too common in every age, and it is to be 
8 feared it is in this. The Words of SOLOMON 
— are intended as a prohibition of this vice, and 
. do as much as ſay, ſince 4 fone and 4 ſtone, an 


- ephah and an epbab, or in a more intelligible 
- language, fince diverſe weights and diverſe 
- 'S meaſures are an abomination to the Logo, 
a k ke care how you preſume to uſe them leſt you 
= incur his juft diſpleaſure, and ſuffer by it, Per- 
dd Y haps, it is not needleſs to obſerve that the 
ut words diverſe weights, and diver 7 meaſures 
& mean ſuch as, to ſuit various purpoſes, are either 
ly too large or too ſmall, and differ from a fair and 
ly legal ſtandard ; and include all kinds of inftru- 
rae ments which arc contrived, as ſome very eaſily 
1 may be, to ſeem exact, and yet not weigh or 
_ = 


meaſure 
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meaſure juſtly ; and likewiſe every deceitful 
uſe, or rather abuſe of thoſe that are fair and 
legal; as alſo every art or craft that diminiſhes 
or increaſes the weight, or bulk of things, as 
well as every ſpecies of aduſt-ration — But in 
diſcourſing upon this uſeful ſubject 1 thall take 


an eaſy method, and ſhew you, 


I. Tux injurious and ſordid nature of this vice. 
II. Tux reaſons why it is offenſive to Al- 
mighty Gon. And 
III. Tas great evils and puniſhments it does, 
or may object men to. 
AFTERWARDS a general difſuaſive, and 
ſerious admonition will not be thought un- 


ſcaſonable. 
IT is my buſineſs, i in the firſt place, to ſhew | 


you the injurious and ſordid nature of this 


vice. 


HERE I ſhall lay down ſome plain and 
obvious maxims. Every Man hath a full and 
perſect right in what is his own, and cannot 
be diſpoſſeſſed of it againſt his will without 
ſuffering an injury. To fay otherwiſe is to 
maintain, that what is his, is another's property, 
or that what is his, is not his, or that he may be 
wronged and not wronged by the ſame act and 


deed; than which nothing can be a flatter con- 
— tradiction. 


err 
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tradiction. Every man in a matter of exchange 
hath a right to that quantity of goods or mer- 
chandiſe, which by it's weight, and meaſure, 
and other known qualities is equivalent to the 
price he pays for it: and on the other hand, 
every man hath a right to ſuch a ſum of mo- 
ney, as is equivalent to the quantity of things 
he parts with. To ſay otherwiſe is to maintain 
that he hath a right to more or lefs than is equi- 
valent, which is abſurd; for, beſides that it is 
oppoſite to all our ideas of proportion, and the 
nature of relations, a right muſt be grounded 
ſomewhere, and cannot be deduced from no- 
thing. Conſequently, when the quantity deli- 
vered is not equivalent to the price that is paid 
for it; or the price is not equivalent to the 
quantity delivered, according to common and 
reaſonable eſtimation, and the act is intention- 
ally committed; an injury is done, the man is 
robbed. It means nothing to aſſert that the 
caſe is altered becauſe of his conſent : for that 
is not fa& unleſs he was acquainted with, and 
conſented to the impoſition. I may add one 
maxim more. Every eſtabliſned weight, or 
meaſure, which is leſſened or enlarged to fell 
or buy with, ceaſes to be ſuch, and becomes 
another thing. To ſay otherwiſe: is to main- 
tain nothing leſu, than that a thing may be the 


ſame however varied in it's form, or different 


in it's proportions, or unlike itſelf; which: no 
_ C man 
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man in his ſober ſences can aſſent to. And 
therefore he, who, thus eſtimates my property 
or his own, upon exchagge, and, to my ſenſi- 
ble diſadvantage, accounts with me for it as if 
fairly eſtimated, does me a real ihjury, he wrongs 
me. All this proves in the ſtricteſt reaſoning 
that this vice is really injurious. 7 


Now, let us proceed ſtill further, and diſ- 
cover if we can with ſome exactneſs the na- 
ture of this injurious treatment in it's full ex- 
tent: for we ſhall judge much amiſs of the 
quality of an action, or the heinouſneſs of a 
crime, if We do not conſider the. aggra vating 
—— accompany it, nor attend to 
the evil effects _ ee it leads to. 


6999 


oh here we may a that ;oraticade 
is a mighty aggravation of an injury. He thut 
does a wrong to one, ſtom whom he hath re- 
ceived unkindneſs and inciyilities, hath ſome- 
thing, tho' hot ſufficient, to plead for an excuſe, 
But he that wrongs à neighbour, a friend, a 
perſon who does him obliging offices, muſt be 
a monſter of injuſtioe. Now, this is the very 
caſe with thoſe, who falſify their weights and 
meaſures. . As the bufinefs of the world is 
managed, men live and maintain their families 
by their callings, that is, by the proſits that 


accrue from the diſpoſal of their wares. Thoſe, 
who 
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who lay out à ſhare. of their ſubſtance with 
them, contribute to their Fivelihood : and there- 
fore the injury is done to them, ' who furniſh 
their ſupport and maintenance, and the com- 
forts of rheir lives; and that too in the very 


a& and inſtanoe of Air kiudneſs, than which 
1 can "_ more r 


0 3 is another, and no ſmall 
addition to an injury. The man, who openly 
attempts to wrong you, affords you an oppor- 
tunity ſometimes to avoid, and ſometimes to re- 
dreſs the wrong, at leaſt he gives you ſufficient 
warning always for the future to beware of him. 


He that demands your upon the road 
ſhews himſelf, and expoſes to your view your 


enemy, whom, if you can grapple with and 


overcome, you may eſeape, or you may puniſh. 
It is true, he may do you greater harm, but the 
manner in which he does it ſuppoſing he offers 
no violence to yo ur perfon is, if the expreſſion 
may be allowed me, more frank and honeſt, for 
he tells yeu he is 4 rogue. No, when the 
injury is concealed every advantage is preclud- 
ed of defence and recompence ; and therefore it 
becomes the worſe, as you are liable to another, 
and another, and muſt diſcover the impoſtor as 
you can. Thus it fares. with thoſe, who deal 
in deceitful weights and meaſures, While they 
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wear the mask of honeſty, and continue unſuſ- 
pected they cheat you more effectually, becauſe: 
you are not upon your guard, becauſe you re- 
pole your confidence in them, and thereby add 
to. the injury they do you a breach of truſt, in, 

other words, the injury is the greater. 

HER (its 1 
CrverTY is another grievous aggravation 

of an injury. When any circumſtances of rhat 

kind attend it, it grows more afflicting and op- 
preſſive: This no one ean deny. Now, falſe 

weights and meaſures are particularly hurtful: 
to the poor. Their labour is ſometimes leanly re- 
compenced; ſometimes their ſamiligs are large; 

and they are forced to live ſrom hand to mouth, 
and are compelled by hard neceſſity to purchaſe 
the neceſſaries of life in the ſmaller quantities. 

And therefore thoſe who. deal in them, if by 
fraud they detain a part, may perhaps ſometimes 
ſtarve whole families of harmleſs children, ſome- 
times expoſe their helpleſs parents, who work 
ſor their ſubſiſtence and with difficulty earn it, 
to weakneſs, wants, infirmities, and diſeaſes. 
And, ſince ſuch are objects of our charity, and 


have a juſt claim to tender and compaſſionate 
| uſage, Sr not this moſt barbaroully i injurious ? 


Tuxsk are terrible aggravations, and yet T 
may further add, that the injury is ſomewhat 
heightened, as it 1s done by men under an ap- 

| pearance 
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pearance and pretence of juſtice, fometimes with 
the emblems. of it in their hands; and likewiſe 
in proportion to the numbers that are affected 
by it; and alſo, as it is not always eaſy to be 


diſcovered, and if diſcovered is not always eaſy 


to be redreſſed. Theſe truths are very viſible: 
for the uſe of weights and meaſures is an appeal 
to juſtice; and if they are. falſified it is done 
with a view to gain, which cannot ordinarily bo 
compaſſed in any great degree without defraud- 
ing many: The rich will not ſpare the trouble, 
and the poot cannot ſpare the time to make diſ- 
coveries to the full; and a redreſs is attended 
with difficulties * expence. 


Tuus thei injurious nature of this vice hath 
been plainly. ſhewn to you, and in a manner 
that at the ſame time evidences: that it is mean 
and ſordid. For what can be more ſo than to 
convert to my uſe, without his leave, without 
his knowledge, another's ſubſtance, in which 
have no property— and that, in ſpite of gra- 
titude, when in that very inſtant he is confer- 
ing on me a particular favour and that, in 
contempt of all good ſaith, and for the very 
reaſon becauſe he puts a ſpecial truſt in me, 
and believes I will not defraud him — and 
that, as it may ſometimes happen, and doubt- 
leſs often does, at the expence of him, or his 
oily ſuffering hardſhips and diſtreſs, by be- 


ing 
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ing fo far deprived of thoſe refreſhments and 
accomodations, Which a laborious and indigent 
life requires? Is this acting like a man, or like 
a chriſtian.? Where is the dignity: of human 
nature? Where is the excellence of faith or 
knowledge? Where is reaſon, or religion? Shew 
me them, if you can, in ſuch à conduct; a 
conduct do I call it? In ſuch a thieviſh diſpo- 
ſition, which will ſteal by grains rather than 
not ſteal at all; and that, without diſtinction 


from rich or poor, from friend or foez and if 


you cannot ſhew them, then hain en 
it is mean and ſordid. i 


IF it be needſul to {abjoin any thing more 
to make this plainer, I may juſt inform you, 
that as this behaviour is extremely baſe and 
ſcandalous, fo is the principle from whence it 
flows; which is nothing but a vicieus ſelfiſh- 
neſs, or what is generally called covetouſneſs, 
or an unjuſtifiable and filthy love of lucre. 
And in this caſe it is ſo bad a ptineiple, that, 
you may depend upon it, they that are actuated 
by jt, in the manner before deſcribed, would do 
wrong in any other way, could they do it with 
the ſame degree of eaſe and ſafety. The prin- 
ciple is ſtrong : You muſt have obſerved it to 
have cxerted it's force, even in this way, when 
there was no temptation from want or B 
and then, what ſhould xeftrain it in any other, 

| | where 
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ſeen, that is, behave to him as ſuch, hom ſbould 
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where the 88 danger is as little ? I fhall 
barely add, that no good thing can be expected 


from thoſe who are influenced by it. How 
ſhould they be juſt, or faithful, who are daily 
guilty of treachery and injuſtice? How ſhould 
they ſhew mercy, and be charitable to the poor, 
to whom they will not give. their due? What 
acceptable worſhip can they pay to Gop? 
they love not their brother whom they have 


they loue God whom they baue not /een ? And 
if any good is done, or charity beſtowed by 
them, ſo long as they continue vicious in this re- 
ſpect; be aſſured, it is by way of commutation, 
to make a truce with Gon and conſcience for a 


while, that they may ſin on with greater peace 
of mind. So mean and ſordid, ſo baſe and 


ſcandalous is this vice, that it degrades, at leaft 
in our opinion, wery * the beſt and 
greateſt, *- 
7 J ag 
I 251 Hahn careful in-confiering the 
bad nature of this vice (and what I have ſaid is 
applicable to it in all the ſhapes I mentioned, let 
it conſiſt in which it will) on purpoſe, that no 
man ſhould think the offence, or crime is ſmall, _ 
becauſe the gain is ſometimes trifling. I ſhall 
conclude this impotant head with a remarkably 
fine reflection of the wiſe fon of StKacn, the 
former part of which is extremely applicable to 
What 
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what I have already obſerved, and the latte 
will be more explained hereafter. 


Many have finned for a ſinall mutter: and 
he that ſeeketh for abundance will turn his 
eyes away, that is, from tighteouſnels, truth, 
and juſtice. As a nail ſticteth faſt between 
the joinings of the ſtones : ſo doth fin flick 
cloſe between buying and felling. Unleſs a 
man hold himſelf diligently in the fear of the 
LORD, his houſe ſhall ſoon be overthrown. 
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p1SCOUNSE the SECOND. 


TA V. I N G deſcribed the = WT * 
ſordid nature of this vice, I proceed, in 


he ſecond place, to ſhew you the reaſons why 
it is offenſive to Almighty Gop. 


I BELIEVE there are few perſons, who have 


attentively conſidered all that hath. been ad- 
vanced, but who would from thence alone, ex- 


cluſive of every other argument or motive, na- 
turally conclude that ſuch a conduct muſt be 
D | high'y 


/ 
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highly diſpleaſing to that good Being, which 
gave us life, and power, and ſenſe, and reaſon ; 
and governs now, and will finally judge-the 
world. But as the injurious, and ſordid nature 
of this vice hath been ſet before you in ſeveral 


different views; it cannot be amiſs to place the 
guilt, or criminal nature of it in a variety of 


lights. The uſefulneſs of this procedure is viſi- 
ble enough. All men · are not equally affected 
by the ſame kind of reaſoning. There is a dif- 
ference in our minds; education, habits, paſſions, 
purſuits make it wider ſtill: ſo that it is no ra- 
rity to find that an argument, which takes with 
ſome, is overlooked by others. And there- 
fore, when a truth of great importance is to be 
impreſſed, nothing ſhould be omitted that will 
give it force, and make it univerſally convincing. 
Should it be obſerved by any that the duty, 
which lies before us, is very plain, and therefore 
little needs to be inſiſted on; I fear, the prac- 
tice of mankind will teach them otherwiſe, or 
teach them this, that, plain as it may be, the 
time, or labour will be well employed, that 
brings men to conform their actions to it. — 
Which way ſoever we turn our eyes, this vice 


can appear no other, than an avomenetien to 
the LORD. 


Tut point is not difficult to be cleared. 
GoD is a being of conſummate juſtice, Reaſon 


(x 
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(if we will conſult it), tells this truth: for if 
juſtice is an attribute of excellence, it muſt be 
included in the notion of perfection; and per- 
fection only, and emphatically belongs to him, 
Tf he is not. juſt, it muſt be for want of know- 
ledge, or for want of power, or for want of 
will to do what he knows and is able to per- 
form. No other cauſe can be aſſigned ; but 
none of theſe defects is to be aſcribed. to him, 
and therefore he is juſt. The ſame doctrine 
Scripture teacheth every where. Touching the 
Almighty, due cannot find him out, that is, his 
eſſence, or abſolute perfection, yet he is excel- 
Jent in power, and in judgment, and in plenty 
of juſtice. The Lok D your God is God of God, 
and Lord of Lords, a great God, a mighty and 
a terrible, which re gardeth not perſons, nor 
taketh reward. He loveth righteouſneſs, and 
executeth judgment. He is righteous in ali 
bis ways, and holy in all his works; and 
juſtice and judgment are the habitation of bis 
throne. Now, if this be fact, certainly the cafe 
is plain, that every deviation from truth and 
juſtice is odious in his ſight, who is of purer 
eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on 
iniquity; in other words, this vice of falſifying 
weights and meaſures is offenſive to Almighty 
God. Here the concluſion holds, but yet ano- 
ther obſeryation may be made. 


D 2 Gop 
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Gov hath tg commanded, in the re- 
velation which he hath vouchſafed to make of 
his will to men, that they ſhould be juſt and 
truc in all their dealings with one another ; and 
particularly that they ſhould avoid all deceit 
in weights and meaſures. This we haye ſeen 
already, both with reſpect to the Jewiſh Dis 
penſation, and the Chriſtian; and it is one of 
thoſe injunctions, which are of a moral nature, 
and perpetually binding. The only queſtion is, 
what right hath he to our obedience ? Nay but, 
O man, who art thou that replieſt againſt God? 
Shall the thing formed fa ay thus to him that 
formed it ? The abſurdity is too glaring, If then 
his commands are juſtly founded, and' it be fit 
and right that men ſhould at conformably 
thereto; if he hath therein diſcoyered the 
greateſt Kindneſs, and good will to men; if they 
are all contrived for theit adyantage as well as 
his honour : this vice, being a direct violation of 
them, muſt neceſſarily offend him. 


Tu matter may be carried Ai further. 
God hath endued mankind with reaſon for a 
guide in all their actions. It is a high diſtin- 
ction, and the glory of their nature; and there- 
fore, as he deſires the perfection of his creatures, 
he muſt deſire that they ſhould behave agrec- 
ably to it's dictates; and when they follow the 


directions of ſuch a ſage adviſer, they _cagr 
the 
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the part allotted them, and merit his approba- 
tion. He hath a right to expect from them 
that they ſhould regulate their behaviour by it, 
and cauſe enough to be diſpleaſed when they 
omit to do fo, Now this ſpecies of injuſtice is 
Irrational and unbecoming, diſhonourable and de- 
grading, and conſequently muſt on this ſcore 


alſo, ſuppoſing no command had intervened, be 
abominable and offenſiye in the fight of Gop. 


Ir may be added yet, that exactneſs in 
weights and meaſures is pointed out, and ſug- 
zeſted ſtrongly to us by the nature of things 
themſelves. By the contri vance and eſtabliſnment 
of Providence, the proportion of things, and 
their various mutual relations are in many re- 
ſpects neceſſary to be determined, and yet can 
only be determined by this rule; which is an 
intimation, fince Providence does nothing with- 
out deſign, that this rule is to be ſerupulouſſy 
obſerved. In this ſenſe therefore it may be 
ſaid, that God hath ordered all things in men- 


fare, and number, and weight ; and it may be 


affirmed on this account, as well as on that of 


the foregoing conſiderations, that a juſt zverght 


and balance are the Loxp's, and that all the 


exeights of the bag are his work. And if his 


intentions are wiſe and reaſonable, which can- 


not be diſputed, the conſequence muſt be that 
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an abuſe or perverſion of them muſt was Dov 
ly diſpleaſe him. b 4 


I SHALL fubjoin but one thing more. T he 
nature of mankind is ſuch, and their wants ſo 
very many, that trade and commerce, or an ex- 
change of the produce of the ground, as it is 
manufactured by art and induſtry, arc neceſſary 
for their ſubſiſtence, at leaſt for the comforts of 
their lives. Now a fraudulent and deluſive me- 
thod of exchange muſt abate thoſe ſatisſactions, 
and in a manner deſtroy that peace, and har- 
mony that ſubſiſts among them . For all ha ve 
a right to what is theirs, and cannot be deprived 
of it without an injury; and none approve of 
being wronged, but generally reſent it. And 
as Gop wills, and deſires the happineſs of all, 
and hath done his part ſor the furtherance and 
procurement of it; ſuch a conduct, as in any 
degree defeats that good, and gracious, and im- 
portant end, muſt certainly be provoking to 
him. 


Tres arc the reaſons, why diverſe weights, 
and diverſe meaſures are an abomination to the 
LORD. And, as they are ſo oppoſite to his 
attribute of juſtice ; as they are ſuch a manifeſt 
violation of his expreſs commands ; as they are 
ſo contrary to the reaſon of our dn minds; as 


they interfere ſo much with the purpoſes to de 
anſwered. 
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anſwered by the nature of things themſelves, 
2nd abſolutely diſturb the peace, and happineſs 
of mankind; how ſhould they but be horridly 
offenſive? Unleſs you can ſuppoſe him heedleſs, 
and unconcerned at what his creatures do, and 
cureleis about right and wrong: unleſs you can 
ſuppoſe him to be ſuch 4 Gad, that either he 
iS talking, or he is in @ journey, or peradven- 
ture he ſſecpethb, and muſt be awaked. A pre- 
lamptuaus, and terrible imagination! Not fit to 
be entertained by mortal man. Entertain it at 
your peril. Hut if you dare not, then let me 
addreſs you in the language of the Prophet: 
Why are there yet the treaſures of wickedneſs 
in the bouſe of the wicked, and the cant mea= 
fare, the meaſure of kanneſs, which is abomi- 
nadie! Shall I count them pure with the wwick- 
ed balances, and with the bag of deceitfub 
Weights ? H that maketh this haſte to 
be rich ſhall not be innocent. The month of tbe 
LORD bath Holen it. 


Tnus you have ſeen the guilt, or criminal 
nature of this vice, and that it muſt be offen- 
five to Almigtity Gop. I go on to ſhew you, 
in the third place, the great evils and puniſh- 
ants which Coos, or may expoſe men to. 


- Ws ſhould have a fine world indeed, if the 
wickedneſs of the wicked were always to be 


proſperous, 
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proſperous. But; as unequally as things are diſ- 
penſed here, enough appears to ſatisfy us that 
virtue and pleaſure, and vice and pain are ge- 
nerally connected. And, altho' ſome exceptions 
happen, we have abundant reaſon to conclude 
that a time will come, when the ſtream will 
turn, and no inftance- will remain of ſuffering! 
goodneſs, or ſycceisful vilainy. It is too com- 
mon with mankind, ſuch is their blindneſs or 
ſtupidity, either not to perceive at all, or not 
to regard ſufficiently the real tendency of their 
actions. Were it otherwiſe, and did they con- 
ſtantly look forward with deliberate care and 
caution, vice would be leſs prevailing : For ſelf- 
love is natural; and ſtong, and no one of the 
leaſt ſenſe or prudent fore- ſight, would indulge 
himſelf in any pleaſure, or in any profit, that 
would coſt him twice the pain, and twice the 
loſs or more. All therefore that - reaſon, all that 
religion asks of man, is to conſult his ſafety, 
and promote his happineſs in the greateſt, 
trueſt, beſt, and wileſt manner. 


een in the caſe 8 us, men are not 
vicious merely for the ſake of the vice itſelf 
without any other end in view. They do pro- 
poſe to themſelves ſome weak, and fooliſn ad- 
vantages. If they abound in wealth, they ſhall 
be lets in fear of want ; this pleads with-ſome, 
If they abound in wealth, they ſhall be leſs in 


danger 
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danger of contempt; this prevails with others. 
If they abound in wealth, they can then abound 
in pleaſures; this is a taking maxim. If they 
abound in wealth, they will then be armed 
with power; this is a ſtrong inducement. And, 
if they abound in wealth, tho' that wealth is 
more than is ſufficient, and of courſe uſeleſs for 
every eatthly purpoſe, yet they have the joy 
to think, that, when they come to die, they 
can bequeath it to their children, or give it to 
whom they pleaſe; that is, they can leave it 
all behind them: A mighty conſolation truly! 
and yet, this pleaſes many. Theſe are gene- 
rally the motives that make men covet it, and 
for theſe paltry purpoſes they ſometimes ſcrape 


together, in the dirtieſt manner, a little ſub- 


ſtance. I have called theadvant ages propoſed but 
weak, and fooliſh ; becauſe they really are ſo, as 
they are often diſappointed ; becauſe they really 
are ſo, upon compariſon of what is loſt by get- 
ting them in ſo baſe a manner. For, ſuppoſe the 
advantages are gained, at the ſame time weigh 
but againſt them the oppoſite inconveniences, 
and you will find, in the words of the ſon of 
SIRACH, there is a finner that hath good ſuc- 
ceſs in evil things, and yet there is again that 
ſurneth to Isfs ; or, in thoſe of the wiſe Pxo- 
VERBIALIST, better is a little with right- 
eouſnes, than great revenues without right; 
or, in the language of the P8ar wrsT, g /ittle, 

a E that 


ſ 


* 
2 — ——_—_— —————_— ———— — —— — — — — 


30 The INJUSTICE and W1CKEDNESS 


that the righteous man bath, is better than 
ths ric hes of my wicked. 


| 3 this may be eaſily demonſtrated. No 
mai can do an act of injuſtice to another, and 
defraud him, but he muſt ſuffer in his peace of 
mind. This is plain, becauſe» our notions of 
right and wrong are fixed and-unalterable, and 
the deciſions of conſcience honeſt and impartial. 
And what a life muſt he lead, let his gains be as 
conſiderable as they will, and his outward cir- 
cumſtanccs ever ſo flouriſhing - and proſperous, 
who hath ſomething conſtantly fretting and 
teazing him within, that turns all his pleaſures 
ſour, and in his thinking moments, or when he 
ſhould lic quiet on his bed fills his ſoul with 
horrors, and in a little ſickneſs, or at the hour 
of death diſtracts him? His ill-gotten goods, 
and all the ſatisſactions they can yield him, were 
there nothing elſe, are dearly paid for, if they 
muſt be bought with remorſe, and the anguiſh 
of a wounded. conſcience, But there is ſome- 
thing more. 


No man can do an act of injuſtice to another, 
and defraud him, but if he chances to be diſco- 
vered, he muſt ſuffer for it in his reputation. 
This is an obvious conſequence; becauſe ill be- 
haviour, when it is manifeſt and notorious, un- 
ayoicably tarniſhes a character. The diſad van- 

tage 


1 
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tage is not difficult .to be eſtimated. A good 
name is one of cur moſt valuable poſſeſſions. 
The Wiſe Man thinks, it 7s rather to be choſen 


than great riches. Every one may ſee, that it 
gains men reſpect, and confidence, and the kind- 


eſt offices; and that, on the other hand, an evil 
reputation expoſes them to cenſure, and diſlike, 
and hatred. And it is eaſy to diſcover, if they 
will ſeriouſly reflect upon it, how much it goes 
againſt the grain, as ſelf- love is ſo ſtrong a paſ- 
ſion, to bear contempt, and the juſt abhorrence 
of mankind. Therefore he, who parts with 
his reputation for a little traſh, makes a ſimple— 
makes a dreadful bargain. But what is more, 


No man-can do an an act of injuſtice to ano- 
ther; and defraud him, but if he happens to he 
detected, he muſt undergo the irkſomneſs of 
ſhame. This follows from the natural baſeneſs 
of the action, which no. colours can diſguiſe, or 
eloquence excuſe or ꝓalliate. Every man would 
willingly entertain a good opinion of himſelf; 
and yer, whether he can do ſo or no, every man, 
that is not quite abandoned, hath a ſtrong de- 
ſire that others ſhould think well of him. But 
when the blackneſs of his heart is ſeen, and he 
knows how he is thought of, and how juſtly he 
deſerves it, as a fondneſs for himſelf with all his 
meanneſs cannot be extinguiſhed, it is impoſſible 


"ye conceiye the uneaſineſs of his ſenſations, and 
E 2 inexpreſſible 
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inexpreſſible diſtreſs. This mortification only, 
upon a reaſonable computation, exceeds a deal of 
profit, But this is not the worſt. 


No man can do an act of injuſtice to another, 
and defraud him, but, whether he 4s, or is not 
diſcovered, if he does not make him reſtitution, 
and by ſincere repentance reftore himſelf to fa- 
vour, he muſt pay the price of it in another 
world. How ſolemn, and awakening is that de- 
claration, which was ſent by a meſſenger from 
heaven! The time is at band: he that is unjuſt 
let him be unjuſt ſtill: and be which is filthy, let 
him be filthy ftill : and he that is righteous let 
him be righteous till: and be that is holy, let 
him be holy ſtill. And behold, I come quickly, and 
my reward is with me, to give to every man 


according as his work ſball be: which words 


import that men muſt be wicked at their peril. 


And indeed, if this preſent life is a ſtate of try- 
al and probation ; if our future happineſs, or mi- 


ſery depends upon our behaviour here; if Go 


will render. to every man according to bis 
geeds, what glimpſe of hope can ſuch a ſinner 
entertain that he ſhall ſtand acquitted, and eſcape 


deſtruction in the day of his fierce wrath, when 
he maketh a terrible inquifition, when be put- 
teth on the garments of vengeance © This crime 


if unrepented of, will then be ſeverely recom- 


penced ; and it is a fearful thing to fall into 
t he 
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the bands of the Living Gon: for what is a 
man projited, if he (ball gain the whole world, 
and loſe bis own ſoul or, what ſball a man 
Siu in exchouge for his foul ? 


Br this time it is viſible enough that the ad- 
vantages, which are gained by this had vice, are 
far exceeded by the evils and inconveniencies 
that are incurred, and the dangers that are riſ- 
qued on it's account. And yet it may be fur- 
ther affirmed, that the advantages themſelves 
are hut precarious, for in ſome caſes it plainly 
leads to want, and beggary, as thoſe who make 
4 Ship-wreck: of their conſciences, and are noted 
tor diſhoneſty, meet ſometimes but with ſmall 
encouragement in their callings, and get a poor 
ſubſiſtence, becauſe no one cares to truſt them. 
In this ſenſe it is ſuid by S0LOMON, be that 
baſteth to be rich, bath an evil eye, and con- 
fraereth not that poverty ſhall come pon him. 
And we may obſerve likewiſe that it is very 
probable, that Providence itſelf does frequently 
interpoſe to defeat their deſigns, and render them 
unſucceſsful in the world. Such an event did 
happen, when God had a controverſy with his 
people for this very kind of wickedneſs, the 
uſing meaſures that were. /canty, and Weights 
that were deceitful. The temporal judgments - 
are thus deſcribed. Therefore alſo will I make 
thee fick in ſmiting thee, in making thee de- 

. ſolate 
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folate becauſe M thy fins. Thou ſhalt eat but 
got be ſatisfied, and thy caſting down ſpall te 
in the midſt of thee, and thou ſhalt take hola, 
ut ſhalt not deliver: And that which. thau 
delivereſt will I give up to the fword. Thou 
fealt few, but thou fhalt not reap : thou ſhalt 
tread the otsves, but thou ſhalt not anoint thee 
with oyl; and feveet wine, but ſhalt not drink 
wine. And it is not unlikely, fince his ways 
are equal, that he does ſtill viſit the like tranſ- 
greſſors, and diſappoint their aims, and make 
them in ſome way feel the ſeverity of his cha- 
ſtiſement. It may be noted alſo that fl-gotten 
ſubſtance frequently does not thrive, but va- 
niſhes unaccountably in conformity to thoſe an- 
cient obſervations, treaſures of wickedneſs pro- 
fit nothing : wealth gotten by vanity, that is, 
injuſtice, ſball be diminiſhes : and an inheritance 
may be gotten haſtily in the beginning ; but 
the end thereof ſhall not be blefſes. 


Wua'r hath been ſaid upon this ſubject ex- 
plains the truth and juſtneſs of that beautiful re- 
mark, bread of deceit is feveet to a man; but 
afterwards his mouth ſhall be filled with gra- 
vel : that is, the pain that follows is greater, and 
more laſting than the pleaſure. 


SINCE theſe are the great evils and puniſh- 


ments, which this vice does, or may expoſe men 
to; 
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to; a general diſſuaſive cannot be IS unſea« 
n 


Lou have ſeen the injurious' nature of this 
deſpicable vice of falſiſying weights and mea- 
ſures; and that it is a deprivation of another's 
right, and a detainment of another's property 
heightened by ingratitude, diſſimulation, or 
breach of truſt, and not ſeldom by cruelty itſelf. 
You have ſcen the ſordid nature of this vice, how 
bad a principle it leans on, how much it is be- 
ncath a man, how it diſqualifies him for any thing 
praiſe-worthy, or of good report, and throws a 
ſuſpicion on his brighteſt actions. You have 
{cen the criminal nature, or offenſi veneſs of this 
vice to Almighty Gop, as it tkwarts and contra- 
dicts his natural juſtice, his expreſs commands, 
the reaſon of our minds, the deſign of things, and 
the common happineſs of mankind. You have 
ſen the miſeries it xenders men obnoxious to, by 
hurting their eaſe and quiet, undoing their repu- 
tation, covering them with ſhame, and confufior 
of face, and, after this life is ended, by treaſur- 
ing up wrath againſt the day of wrath, and de- 
voting them to ruin. And you have likewiſe 
ſeen, in ſome reſpects, the unprofitableneſs of this 
{clfiſh vice, as in certain caſes it reduces men to 
want, pulls down temporal judgments on their 
heads, of entails a ſecret curſe upon their ſub- 
ſtance, that makes it wither and decline. And 


now, 
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now, if you have any generoſity in your temper, 
if you profeſs the leaſt humanity towards your 
brethren, if you entertain compaſſion for the 
poor, who fuffer by it moſt, if you regard the 
dignity of your nature, if you ſear the Gop 
that made you, if you love and eſteem your- 
ſelves, and deſire your preſent intereſt and ſafe- 
ty, and your everlaſting welfare, be not guilty 
of this injuſtice, do not uſe deceit. I need not 
preſs any thing but your own advantage: Sell 
not the pleaſure of your lives; ſell not your ſweet 
peace of mind, your ſellapproxing thoughts, 
which mend the beſt, and ſmooth the ruggedeſt 
condition; barter not away eſteem and reputa- 


tion; ſell not heaven for gold. Indeed, the 


ſtrongeſt temptations to this vice, are not of 
conſequence enough to influence your minds. 
Conſidering the ſhortneſs of cur ſtay on earth 
and what muſt be hereafter, what is the ſeyerity 
of pinching want ? What is the diſgrace, or the 
contempt of poverty ? A little patience will 
teach men to endure them. Conſidering the 
ſhortneſs of our ſtay on carth, and what muſt 
be hereafter, what are fleeting pleaſures ? What 
are dreams of Grandeur? What is the mockery 


of power ? What is the pride of life ? A little 
fortitude will teach men to deſpiſe them. In a 


word, keep your ſubſtantial intereſt in view, 


and oll after the things, that make for 
_e eternal peace. : 
To 
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To ſubjoin a ſhort, but ſerious admonition — 
Avoid not only this, but every kind of ſraud, 
every kind of diſhoneſty. Be true and faith- 
ful both in word and deed, and provide things 
honeſt in the fight of all men Tf any have' 
done amiſs — have done that which ſo evident- 
ly appears to be an offence againſt the reaſon of 
their own minds, an injury to their neighbours, 
an abomination to the LORD; let them re- 
pent and amend their lives, and their /n and 
wickedneſs will be no more remembred — But 
then let them take notice, that no repentance can 
be fincere, or amendment perfe& without a reſti- 
tution. For, how can he be ſorry for his ſm, and 
with it had never been committed, who ſtill en- 
Joys the wages of his tnrighteousneſs * And. 
how is his diſpoſition changed, who ſtill holds 
faſt with a griping hand what he unjuſtly got? 
Can reſtitution be a ſhame ? It may be perform- 
ed with ſecrecy : But ſurely it is a glory to con- 
feſs a fault, and make a reparation — Can reſti- 
tution be a difficulty? If the parties wronged 
are unknown, or are not to be come at, the poor 
are their receivers, and the poor ye have always 
zvith you. If the value is uncertain, be ſure 
to give enough ; if your circumſtances are nar- 
row, you are not bound to impoſſibilities, part 
with what you can In fine, as it will make 


us come off more than conquerors, even after a 


defeat; as it will be a means to guard us from 
every 
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every future temptation, if we ne ver ſell; let 
not the things of this world too much engroſs 


our love, and blind our underſtandings, and be- 


tray our judgments ; but Jet us ſo uſe this 


world as not abuſing it, for the faſhion 77 this 


Wor Id paſſeth e 


11 HAVE one ching u more to a it be 
remembered that all, that hath been laid before 
you, is only a faithful repreſentation of. the 


word of God; a juſt and honeſt explanation of 


a, poſitive declaration i in your Bible, written by 
the hand of God (and-who dare blot-it out? 


Who will venture to gainſay it? Who can diſ- 
annul it?) that drver/e weights and diverſe 


meaſures, both of them alike, are an abomina- 
tion to him: A declaration, which you may 
know at preſent, and muſt know hereafter con- 
cerns you nearly, if your happineſs or miſery, 
if the ſalvation of your ſouls. concerns you, 
Judge then —— Is it not a kindneſs, is it 
not a duty to remind you of it? And is it 
not an honour, is it not your ſafety, will 
it not be for your everlaſting happineſs to ob- 
ſerye it ? This branch of juſtice is part of your re- 
ligion, whether you think it ſo, or no; and wo 


to them that preach the Goſpel, it through 


ſervile fear or ſordid flattery they neglect 


to teach it, and wwo to him by whom the . 


fence cometh, that hears and diſregards it 
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I can truly tell you, that not one word of all. 


that hath been ſaid is perfonally directed againſt. 


any one man living. This is not the Place to 


utter ſpite in, or load with defamation: But 


this is the place from whence vice ſhould be re- 


proved, and virtue chenſhed; Otherwiſe, what 
reformation can be made? What uſeful end can 
be accompliſhed? The truth is, no particular 


reproaches are deſigned, or invectives levelled: 
But if any there ſhould be, I ſay, if any there 


ſhould be amongſt thoſe, that have heard me- 


paſs this juſt, this neceſſary cenſure, who, be- 
ing ſelf-accuſed, can apply it to themſelves : 
They have free leave to do fo, provided it be 
done for the purpoſes of amendment; for that 
will. be to me a pleaſure, and to them an un- 


ſpeakable advantage. 


I SHALL conclude all with the excellent re- 
flections, and advice of a good APOSTLE, which 
are very applicable to the main purport of 
what hath been delivered. 


Godlineſs with contentment is great gain. 
For we brougbt nothing into this world, and it 
is certain we can carry nothing out. But they 
that will be rich, fall into a temptation, and 
a ſnare, and into many foutiſh, and hurtful 
luſts, which drown men in deſtruction, and 
peraition. For the love of money is the root Y 

al, 


. 
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all evil, which while ſome have coveted after 
they have erred from the faith, and piercel 
themſelves through with many ſorrows — But 
thou, O man of God, flee theſe things, and fol- 
low after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love 
patience, meekneſs : Words exceedingly expreſ- 
ſive, and implying the ſtrifteſt juſtice, and fair- 
eſt equity in your dealings; a conſtant obedi- 
ence, in all fincerity and uprightneſs, to the 
laws and commands of God; a firm aſſurance 
that his promiſes, and threatnings will certainly 
be fulfilled ; an univerſal charity, or bene vo- 
lence to mankind ; an abſolute contentment 
with the appointment of Providence, and your 
circumſtances, and condition; and a mild, im- 
partial, unſelfiſh, inoffenſive conduct —— Ix 
THERE BE ANY VIRTUE THINK ON THESE 


THINGS. -  1]2 WR 38 


n 


4 
EQ; 


2 


